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EDITORIAL 


How Foolish 
Can We Get? 


A bill is being introduced into the North Caro- 
lina legislature forbidding the sale and firing of BB 
guns and air rifles within the state. 


One of the insurance companies which provides 
hospital insurance has sent out a questionnaire to 
physicians asking the number of patients treated 
for injuries sustained from such guns during the 
past year and asking for an expression of opinion 
by the physicians for or against the bill. 


It happens that the writer has not treated one 
individual during the past year who had been in- 
jured by a shot from such a gun. But, he has treated 
hundreds who have been injured directly or indirect- 
ly by liquor, an industry licensed and sponsored by 
the state and from which the state is deriving a 
large income which some call profits. 


On several occasions, while treating injured peo- 
ple in a city dispensary we have asked the police 
the categorical question, “what percentage of your 
work is the result of liquor?” and the answer is 
almost invariably the same, “About ninety per- 
cent. 


Again and again we see the terrible results of 
automobile accidents and again and again these 
have been caused by drinking. And yet, in this state 
a drunken driver does not even have his license 
indefinitely suspended. 


Rarely a day that some person is not seen whose 
problem at home is not one of primary sickness but 
rather of an intemperate father or mother. It is 
impossible to compute the temporal and eternal 
misery caused by alcohol, nor is it possible to esti- 
mate the total economic loss to the nation which 
comes from the liquor industry, but we believe the 
balancing of the books in eternity will show that 
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alcohol costs far more in actual money than any 
taxes ever received to make it legal. 


We are fully aware of all the arguments against 
prohibition and we also know full well that morals 
cannot be legislated. Be that as it may, our present 
system is a menace to our nation as a whole and to 
millions of individuals of every age. 


A changed heart—a new creature in Christ— 
living a life of temperance and sobriety is the in- 
dividual solution to the problem. But, on a state 
and national scale we wonder how foolish we can 
get: making it illegal for a boy to have and shoot 
a BB gun while we license the industry and the 
trafic which is knowingly destroying millions of 
lives and billions in property. —L.N.B. 


“The Chapel Hill Story” 
(See Page 6) 


On two occasions this Journal has referred to 
the Chapel Hill case but we have not gone into 
it in detail because we did not wish to parade the 
unhappy situation found there for outsiders to read. 





However, through deliberate leaks to the secular 
press by some in Chapel Hill, what should have re- 
mained a church problem became the subject of 
debate and editorialization in the secular press, so 
much so that the Southern Presbyterian Church and 
the Judicial Commission of Orange Presbytery be- 
came the objects of criticism and even scorn, 


In addition, one church paper within our own 
denomination and a number of them outside our 
own church have seen fit to join in this criticism, 
and, in some instances of complete misrepresenta- 
tion of the issues involved. 


Mr. Paul D. Hastings an elder in the First 
Presbyterian Church of Reidsville, N. C., has writ- 
ten a detailed history of this case and this has been 
published in many of North Carolina’s daily news- 
papers. The response to this article has been astound- 
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ing and Mr. Hastings has been deluged with let- 
ters, telegrams and phone calls, thanking him for 
this clear and factual statement. 


We are printing Mr. Hastings’ article in full 
because we feel that the facts related should be 
known by our entire church. We are also reprinting 
a letter from Dr. Bell to the Asheville Citizen- 
Times in answer to two editorials criticizing the 
Judicial Commission of Orange Presbytery. 


—H.B.D. 





Historical Observations 
On Local Church 
Property 


Scholars recognize that the early Christian groups 
were without legal rights to possess institutional 
property. Only about the year 200 did the Churches 
begin to hold property corporately, and then as bur- 
ial clubs. 


In the Swiss Reformation each canton decided 
whether to be Protestant or Romanist and assigned 
the Church property accordingly. In the Grisons, 
however, the question of religion was decided in each 
community by a majority vote. In 1537 a synod was 
Organized to administer the work of the Protestant 
congregations, but the civil government watched over 
the preservation of the church property, with the ad- 
ministration of this property in the hands of the local 
congregations or parishes (Schaff, VII (VIII) p. 
143). In the common bailiwicks of Switzerland, each 
community was given the privilege of choosing its 
own religion under the Second Peace of Cappel. “In 
mixed congregations the church property is to be 
divided according to population” (ibid,p.195). 


Under British law, the civil government takes cog- 
nizance of church property rights determining them 
on the basis of merits of the case and the ability of 
the differing groups to use the properties effectively. 
For example, at the time of the merger of the Free 
Church with the United Presbyterian Church, Parlia- 
ment appointed a commission to divide the Free 
Church properties between the group entering the 
merger and those continuing the Free Church. 


In Canada at the time of the union of the Presby- 
terians, Congregationalists, and Methodists into the 
United Church of Canada, Parliament passed a law 
permitting every Presbyterian congregation to vote 
on the issue and take its property cither into the 
union or keep it in the Continuing Presbyterian 
Church by a majority action. 





In seventeenth century North America there was 
no Presbytery or other higher court and consequently 
all congregations which came into the later organiza- 
tion of Presbyterianism necessarily held their own 
properties. New Castle, Delaware, a cradle of our 
Church, was a living Presbyterian congregation for 
the second half of this century, and some churches 
that came from New England to Long Island and 
New Jersey, perhaps, had a longer seventeenth cen- 
tury life. 


Early in the eighteenth century the Presbytery of 
Philadelphia was organized, followed by the Gen- 
eral Synod and in 1789 by the General Assembly. 
But throughout the eighteenth century the local con- 
gregations continued to hold their local properties, 
and associated with whichever of the dividing bodies 
they saw fit. Indeed, the General Assembly itself 
was only incorporated in 1799 and then only with 
authority to hold general or denominational prop- 
erties. 


During the first half of the nineteenth century this 
condition continued. An interesting side-light on 
our practise at that time is seen in the Roman Cath- 
olic controversy over “Trusteeism.” Local trustees in 
New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Norfolk and 
Charleston tried to control the local properties of 
Roman Catholic congregations. But Bishop John 
Carroll wrote the New York group that if ever such 
principles become predominant “our Church” would 
be formed into distinct and independent societies, 
“nearly in the same manner as the Congregational 
Presbyterians.” 


At the time of the Old School-New School rup- 
ture, the civil courts gave the denominational (cor- 
porate) property to the Old School. The 1838 Old 
School Assembly wrote its several congregations stat- 
ing that while it might have jurisdiction over these 
congregations it did not have jurisdiction over their 
local properties, and advising these congregations to 
settle local property matters on the principles of 
equity and fair dealing as becometh Christians, Baird’s 
Digest, p. 800. 


In 1861, our Southern Presbyterian Old School 
congregations acted on this same principle; that is, 
they left the Old School Assembly taking with them 
their local properties and formed a Southern Assem- 
bly. After we left the USA Assembly that body 
worked out their present doctrine that the courts, 
rather than the congregations, control local proper- 
ties. They began to enforce this new view in the 
Walnut Street Decision in Kentucky. On the other 
hand, our leaders and our Assemblies repudiated the 
Walnut Street position and welcomed the excluded 
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Kentucky brethren, with their view that congrega- 
tions own their local properties, into our Assembly. 
In 1875 our Assembly expressly repudiated the Wal- 
nut Street position and affirmed instead the position 
of the Old School Assembly of 1838. 


Our Book of Church Order was written in this 
period—1861-1879—when the deep South churches 
left the USA Assembly with their local properties, 
when we received Kentucky Synod on the same basis, 
and specifically endorsed the 1838 decision. Ac- 
cordingly, under our Book a local congregation may 
buy, sell, mortgage or otherwise alienate its local 
property without presbytery action. On the other 
hand, if the Plan of Union is consummated local 
properties will be in the hands of presbyteries and 
General Assemblies. —W.C.R. 





Good UNCLE SAMaritan 


What made the Good Samaritan good? Would 
he have been good if he had come along the Jeru- 
salem-Jericho road a few hours earlier? Would 
he still have been good if he had beaten off the 
thugs and so have prevented mayhem and forestalled 
robbery? Rather, Would he have been good if he 
had not? But if he helped the helpless he would 


have been waging war. 


Who is the judge of good? and what is the scale 
and standard? Do distance and time affect good? 
or color? or race? or circumstance? Our Lord did 
not call the Samaritan good; but He seems to have 
approved the deed done. The U. S. is not the U. N. 
But in the providence of God, and by virtue of 
free enterprise, competition, and private initiative, 
the U. S. bulks large in the U. N. even though 
perhaps unwillingly, and it may be with no great 
credit to ourselves. But here we are. 


Comes now a pack reputedly of thieves, hood- 
lums, free-booters, gangsters, godless, bloodthirsty. 
They fall upon a free, peace-loving, and presumably 
innocent people,—innocent of national crime, of 
oppression, of world-conquest notions. Word of the 
outrage reaches the ears of a society of Good 
Samaritans, who have been enlightened by the prin- 
ciples of the Word of God. Shall the latter in 
priestly pontificality, or of Levitical orthodoxy, or 
with ethical preciseness, eschew all war, and so go 
by on the other side? Would they be good if they 
did? Would they be good if they didn’t?! 


Now nobody is blind to the thought that being 
a good UNCLE SAMaritan is not altogether al- 
truism. Nor be it conceded that everyone who is in- 
volved, is led on by high-minded, disinterested be- 
nevolence. There are many angles: there is doubt- 
less selfishness; there are no few lies and propa- 
ganda. (Truth is the first casualty in war). Call it 
fifty per cent self-preservation, and add in explan- 
ation, that leaving out Christian conscience, police- 
power is little short of self-preservation. For this, 
why not let things and men run rampant? Why not 
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allow murder? Why attempt to curb crime? On 
the human plane, self-preservation is the motive 
that blocks evil. Say we are in it to save our skin; 
but in the same breath, add that there are thousands 
who because of allegiance to God and of devotion 
to duty in His sight, are thrust by their Christian 
conscience into the fray. They cannot see a man 
or a nation trampled into dust without trying to do 
something about it. They are ready indeed to pour 
in oil and wine; but also they endeavor by the 
grace of God to bring the outrage to humanity, the 
affront to decency, the pall on civilization, the 
blasphemy before the Lord, to an end. 


Nor is it that we feel ourselves worthy before 
Heaven. We have grievously sinned, Our iniquities 
cry out for the righteous judgment of God. O that 
men were driven by the very logic of circumstances 
and the stark facts of this present evil world, to 
flee to God in sincere contrition and in humble 
repentance and with cry for mercy, lest a worse 
thing fall on us and on the race. But our plea be- 
fore the Throne of even justice is the need of the 
needy, the helplessness of the down-trodden, the 
call of outraged humanity. 


No! We don’t want war. We have our comforts 
and our happiness and our loved ones. War was 
Hell before General Sherman dubbed it. How 
much worse is it now. No righteous man wants war. 
No Christian wants war. No humanitarian wants 
war. Yet here we are, taking the part of the Good 
Samaritan again, along with the others of the U.N., 
who not only desire a free world, but who feel that 
even at tremendous cost, in this present Korean 
outrage, something should be done about it. 


—R.F.G. 
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ANGLERS 
(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 
Lesson No. 4 
Where To Fish 


In the case of “fin fishing” this is becoming more 
end mor? of a problem, because in recent years fish- 
ing as a sport has grectly increased in popularity. 
Some trout streams are so crowded with fishermen 
that it is almost impossible to cast a hook without 
“snarling up” with the line of another angler. You 
must rise early and be among the first at the dock on 
the lakes or all the boats will have been hired. Sport- 
ing goods houses and sport magazines are continually 
whetting the fisherman's interest in “trying his luck” 
at almost any cost. But in fishing for souls the situ- 
ation is just the reverse. Places and opportunities to 
fish are in greatest abundance; there is no “closed 
season” and fishers are comparatively scarce. When 
the Lord Jesus sent out the seventy disciples, two by 
two, He said to them: “The harvest truly is great, 
but the reapers are few (Luke 10:2). And 
this is true today, probably to a greater degree than 
ever before. Where to fish for souls is no problem. 
They are all around us, in the neighborhood, in the 
shops, on the street, on the bus or train, in lobbies or 
at school—yes, possibly even in your own home. 
One only needs to be on the lookout for them, with 
the desire in his heart to win them, for they are ever 
and everywhere present. “In the morning sow thy 
seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand: 
for thou knowest not whether shall prosper, either 
this or that, or whether they both shall be alike 
good.” (Ecc. 11:6). 


In a certain community which I visit sometimes I 
have been surprised by the number of men who tell 
me they were won to Christ by one of the townsmen 
who is prominent there in business. One day | asked 
him to tell me how, in his busy career he had been 
able to do so much personal work of this kind. He is 
a modest man and did not want to tell it at first, but 
I insisted, and this is a part of what he said: “Well, 
I have a little habit of ‘going into conference’ with 
the Lord just a few minutes every morning when | 
first get up to start the day, reading a few verses in 
my testament. I always ask Him if there is anything 
special He might want me to do today. I say, ‘Lord, 
you know how busy I am; how when I reach the 
office my desk will be piled high with correspond- 
ence and the day’s work. If there should be some one 
you want me to speak to for you, please make it plain, 
and give me the courage and the grace to do it as 
you would want me to.’ Hardly a day passes but 
some fellow comes in on a business matter, and as 
I listen patiently to his proposition, almost invariably 
he will tell me something of his personal affairs— 
usually a troublesome problem. It is clear as day, as 
though the Lord is saying to me, ‘Here’s your man; 
see if he knows Me. Then I tell him I, too, have had 
a ptoblem very much like his, but I have an all-wise 
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Partner who solved it for me, and I am wondering if 
he knows that Partner, who is none other than the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Something like that I say to him, 
and it rarely fails to touch the spot and get results. 
Then, too, as I go to lunch I sometimes meet a fellow 
with a hard-luck story and wanting help, or a neigh- 
bor has a sorrow: it is not difficult to offer to these 
the real Source of help.” This man “sows beside all 
waters.” Results do not always seem to be apparent, 
but there are definitely some results, and doubtless 
many that he never knows of. 


Next Lesson: “Angling.” 
* * * * * * 


And here's the prize Angler Story received in to- 
day’s mail. A leather bound copy of the Testament 
For Fishers of Men has been forwarded to the nar- 
rator in accordance with the proposition in the box 
below. 


Dear Angler: 


More than twenty years ago the Manager of an 
important branch of a corporation was not a Chris- 
tian. I moved to the village. He was a very busy 
man, but one day I asked if I could make an appoint- 
ment to talk with him. He set the time. I walked 
into his office and presented the Claims of Christ as 
Saviour. He said, “Come to my house tonight and 
talk with my wife about it.” I met with them. On 
Sunday they united with the church and partook of 
communion. Last year I saw his name and place of 
business on the highway. I went in. He recognized 
me immediately. He is active and a large supporter 
of the church today. Speak the Word and leave the 
results to God. 

Yours very truly, 
(Name withheld). 

(Editor's Comment. Note the brief sentences. Sal- 

ient facts. A twenty year test.) 





Here is an opportunity to get without cost 
a leather-bound copy of the TESTAMENT 
FOR FISHERS OF MEN. If you have had an 
experience, happy or other- 
wise, in soul winning, tell it in 
a hundred words or less, and 
mail to ANGLERS, care The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. If it is used 
in the ANGLERS series, you 
will receive the Testament 
promptly. (No manuscript re- 
turned unless requested, with return postage). 
The Testament may also be secured by send- 
ing two new one-year subscriptions to The 
Journal, or by remitting $2.75. 














REQUEST | 


Several years ago a large group in our 
Church covenanted to pray each Saturday 
night for a revival. Some may have forgotten 
this covenant, others may never 
have heard of it. 
EACH SATURDAY NIGHT 
Pray For Revival 











Extraordinary Oscillations 
Embarrass Antediluvians 


(This is the tenth in a series of articles by J. V. 
N. Talmage, B.E.) 


Clockwise Or 
Counter-Clockwise 


When I discovered that a rapid spiral movement 
of the poles was the cause of those extraordinary os- 
cillations that embarrassed the ante-diluvians, I knew 
I was moving along the right road, but it did not 
take long to find out there was a long distance yet 
to go. Problem after problem arose, all of which 
were interesting like the problems of mathematics 
and physics in college days. In those days I often had 
a companion, but in this ante-diluvian research there 
was none, but the Creator of the extraordinary oscil- 
lations. 


The next problem to decide was whether the north 
pole spiralled clockwise or counter-clockwise. As 
there were many reports of signs of the change of 
direction in the flow of ice, the spiral movement was 
confirmed, but factual as well as theoretical data on 
the direction was badly needed. My son, David, now 
assistant professor in the Medical Department of 
the University of Chicago, then fresh from college, 
suggested I get a textbook on astronomy and find out 
in which direction the pole spirals now. This I did, 
and found that it was counter-clockwise, but I found 
also the technical name for the movement, POLAR 
PRECESSION. This meant I had gone another mile 
on the road to solving the ante-diluvian problem. 


The next step was to find all I could about Polar 
Precession, and it was again my good fortune to get 
help from a son. This time I was visiting Roy who 
was getting his doctorate in the Biological Depart- 
ment of Harvard, and thus I was able to get access 
to the old periodical files of the end of the last cen- 
tury when Polar Precession was discovered and inter- 
est in it was great. The present polar movement is 
small, and complex. It takes place in an area about 
the size of a baseball diamond and one of the com- 
ponent movements seems to be a remnant of the 
ante-diluvian spiralling. 


But there are two features that need to be remem- 
bered as we study the environment of Adam, Enoch 
and Noah. One is that the direction of the axis of 
the earth with respect to the stars does not change. 
This means that the seasons of the ante-diluvian days 
were the same as today in respect to the contempo- 
rary equator. The same meteorological laws were 
valid then as today. This replaces the “balderdash” 
referred to in Article No. 9 and used by Dr. W. F. 
Albright and many others. 


The second feature of Polar Precession that must 
be remembered is that, as the pole spiralled about, 
friction caused the spiral path to contract, so that the 
radius of the polar path grew shorter, and the time 
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consumed in one whorl smaller. This means that the 
extraordinary oscillations of Noah’s time were much 
less violent and shorter than those in Adam’s. 


All this is very different from what one sees in 
the papers, in books or in periodicals. But that has 
come from the anti-Christian forces who have failed. 
Why should not the Christian forces take the lead in 
science and let those anti-Christian forces and re- 
ligious leaders who read our findings do the com- 
plaining and criticizing ? 


The Chapel Hill 
Story 


By Paul D. Hastings 
Reidsville, N.C. 





In view of so many things having been written 
and published in the papers by individuals who evi- 
dently did not have all the facts in the Chapel Hill 
Church affair, and since many of these articles at- 
tacked the motives and honesty of the Judicial Com- 
mission and of Orange Presbytery itself, it seems to 
be in order to bring some basic facts and a bird’s eye 
picture of the whole situation to the general public 
at this time. It has taken great restraint on the part 
of the Commission and of the leaders of Presbytery, 
I am sure, not to answer these articles, as they could 
see that they were written by individuals who evi- 
dently didn’t have too many of the facts and are ig- 
norant of the true issues involved. 


Except for a few official statements of the Com- 
mission as to their actions, the rest of the publicity 
has come from the officers and members of the Chap- 
el Hill Church and has had a decidedly slanted view 
of the matter. One article in the paper said “that 
they wanted the public to be the judge of their case.” 
The question should be asked: When has the general 
public ever been the judge in deciding the strictly 
private affairs of the Presbyterian Church U. S.? No 
Church settles its affairs before the public and in the 
newspapers. Each Church has its own form of Church 
Government under which it operates and runs the 
affairs of that particular denomination. For instance, 
if a case like this happens in the Methodist Church, 
under its form of government the Bishop could have 
quietly moved Rev. Charlie Jones to some other field 
and no explanation would have been expected or 
given, to Rev. Mr. Jones, the Chapel Hill Church, or 
to the Public. Orange Presbytery is doing this the 
Presbyterian way, under its form of church govern- 
ment and according to its Book of Church Order. The 
group of Chapel Hill ministers and the newspaper 
editors who have called for a public airing of this 
affair are completely out of order and have entered 
into an affair that is none of their business. 


A very important fact that should be kept in mind 
is this: The Chapel Hill situation is not a local one 
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but affects every Presbyterian Church in the Synod 
of North Carolina which supports the student work 
there, and because it should be the church home for 
the boys and girls from every Presbyterian Church in 
the General Assembly that are attending college at 
the University of North Carolina. For years, the 
members of the Presbyterian Churches over the en- 
tire Assembly have read in the papers about radical 
groups meeting in the Presbyterian Church in Chap- 
el Hill, as well as hearing reports of its leadership 
and programs which have tended to destroy confi- 
dence in the church and its work. From my own 
local church, and I am sure that it is not an excep- 
tion, there are students at Chapel Hill whose parents 
refuse to let them attend the Presbyterian Church 
there, or else they are not attending on their own 
accord. If an actual account was made of the Pres- 
byterian students at the University of North Caro- 
lina, 1 believe that you would find more of them in 
churches of other denominations than in the Presby- 
terian Church. 


The Synod of North Carolina has given many 
thousands of dollars for student work in the Chapel 
Hill Presbyterian Church. For many years, the Synod 
has not had the confidence in the student work there 
that it should have in any kind of work that it is 
helping to support. From all reports of the kind of 
program and work there, many individual Presby- 
terians felt that we should actually be trying to con- 
vert the students from such a program instead of 
helping to support it. Several years ago the ones in 
charge of the student work in the Synod notified Rev. 
Charlie Jones that if he and his church expected to 
continue to receive support from the Synod for the 
student work that they would have to make what- 
ever changes were necessary in the work that would 
restore the confidence of Synod. There have over 
the years come constant complaints to the leaders and 
members of Orange Presbytery about the leadership 
and program of the Chapel Hill Church from Pres- 
byterians over the Synod and from even members 
and officers of the Chapel Hill Church itself, who 
finally pulled out of the church and went to other 
churches in Chapel Hill. At Montreat, General As- 
sembly, various conferences, the question asked mem- 
bers of Orange Presbytery: “When are you going to 
clean up that mess at Chapel Hill?” 


No one but the leaders of Orange Presbytery knows 
of the love, patience, and consideration that have 
been shown to the pastor, officers and congregation 
of the Chapel Hill Church for many years. 


When Presbytery finally sent a Judicial Commis- 
sion into the Chapel Hill Church to make a study of 
the church, and this study was made public to Pres- 
bytery, it was plainly seen that the reputation which 
the Chapel Hill Church had gained over the Presby- 
terian Church at large, was based upon facts and not 
idle gossip. Many have asked why the Commission 
has not made formal charges against Rev. Charlie 
Jones and the officers of the Church. All the charges 
necessary to remove any Presbyterian minister and 
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group of officers are contained in the study report 
of the church which the Commission made to Pres- 
bytery. At the very first, in the light of these facts, 
the Commission saw that in order tor it to fulfill its 
duties and responsibilities, there was no other course 
but to recommend to both the pastor and the officers 
of the Church to resign, and they did this. This is 
not an unusual procedure for a Judicial Commission 
to take. At the present time, there are other local 
churches in our Assembly where the pastor has moved 
to another field, the Commission removed all the 
officers, and the church has been without pastor or 
officers, and under the care of a Judicial Commission 
for the past year. This is the Presbyterian way of 
taking care of cases like this. In this one church 
that ] am speaking of, the charges were not nearly as 
serious as those against the Chapel Hill pastor and 
officers. 


Listen to these charges as brought out in the Com- 
mission's report to Presbytery. “Unbaptized persons 
were received into the church on a Profession of 
Faith without being baptized.” “Some of the offi- 
cers indicated that, in their opinion, this Sacrament 
was administered or not, according to the individual 
desire of the candidate. In any event, when admin- 
istered, the Sacrament has been administered before 
the Session in a private meeting, and not before the 
congregation.” This is serious, not only in the fail- 
ure to baptize these persons according to the require- 
ment of our Confession of Faith and Book of Church 
Order, but it is perhaps even more serious in that it 
shows the little importance which the Sacrament of 
Baptism has in what it is a symbol of in the Chris- 
tian faith, in the thinking and life of the Rev. Char- 
lie Jones and the officers of that church. 


“The Session does not ask the questions as out- 
lined and required in the Book of Church Order, of 
persons received into the Church. Sometimes the in- 
dividual is asked if he will accept Jesus as his life’s 
guide. At other times, the general program and in- 
terest of the Church may be simply outlined.” Ac- 
cording to this statement, the procedure of joining 
the Chapel Hill Presbyterian Church was somewhat 
like that of joining a civic club or the country club. 
But our denomination insists that a clear awareness 
of sin is necessary, together with a sense of need of a 
personal Saviour and a conviction that Christ is the 
only Saviour of men. 


Ten of the officers have not been ordained and 
properly installed, some having served for several 
years. The Presbyterian Church believes that the 
ordination of elders and deacons is fully as important 
as for the ministers. The report states this in regard 
to the officers, “A very few—perhaps two or three— 
could speak of their religious convictions in such a 
fashion as to include the concept of men needing a 
Saviour, and of Christ as a necessary Saviour. The 
others could not. A relatively large percentage af- 
firmed that they could not subscribe to the Apostle’s 
Creed. A number did not believe that any one should 
be excluded from membership if he or she had men- 
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tal reservations against the Sacrament of Baptism. 
But for a few of the officers is the Christ of their 
faith the Christ of the Confession of Faith. For but 
one officer was Christ pre-existent (the Commission 
was distressed that so many did not know the mean- 
ing of the term or concept). But for one or two 
was He the Son of God in any special, essential sense, 
and for but a few was there any real significance in 
the Resurrection. At least one officer (an elder) 
felt that a Good Confucianist or Hindu might con- 
ceivably be a better “Christian” than most professing 
Christians, within the context of the essential sig- 
nificance of Christ as he understood it. For most of 
the officers, the Bible is an unusual Book, but not 
inspired as our Confession understands the term. The 
sacrificial concept in the Old and New Testaments 
disturbed some of the officers. At least one was re- 
pelled by the idea of “sacrifice,” was reminded of 
pagan slaughtering of animals he had witnessed. He 
could not teel content within a religious atmosphere 
that included, in relation to salvation, “sacrifice,” 
“death,” the “shedding of blood.” At least one offi- 
cer evidently does not believe in a personal God. For 
him, God exists as a man shows concern for his fel- 
low man, is the spirit of brotherhood which man dis- 
plays, based upon the universal law that man owes 
something to his fellowman. At least one officer 
has explicitly declared he is a Unitarian by convic- 
tion. Another knew of officers who had been elected 
despite serious mental reservations which they held 
respecting the doctrines of our denomination. Most, 
however, have serious mental reservations respecting 
such essential things as the condition of man as sin- 
ner, his need of a Saviour, Christ as the Divine Son 
of God, the only Saviour of lost humanity, and the 
reality of future unhappiness as well as bliss, doc- 
trines that are by no means confined to the Presby- 
terian tradition.” These are exact quotations from 
the Commission’s study and report which was made 
to Presbytery. If the above is compared with the 
Word of God, they are not only not Presbyterian, 
but are not even Christian. 


As individuals, these persons have a perfect right 
to believe, or not to believe, anything they want to 
believe. But they do not have any right to exercise 
such beliefs and unbeliefs as a minister and officer in 
the Presbyterian Church U. S. The Presbyterian 
Church U. S. only requires of a person becoming a 
member of the Church that they believe in Christ as 
their personal Saviour from sin and to study the 
peace and purity of the Church. But the Presby- 
terian Church demands of every person that is to 
serve as a minister or officer in the Church, that they 
believe and accept its Confession of Faith, Standards 
of Doctrine and Form of Church Government, be- 
lieving that all of it is based upon the Word of God. 
Each minister and officer in the Presbyterian Church 
takes a vow that they do believe and accept them 
when they are ordained. They also promise that if 
any time in the future, they change in any of these 
views and beliefs, that they will report it to their 
Session or Presbytery. No person has ever been 
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forced to become a minister or an officer in the 
Presbyterian Church, they take these vows voluntarily. 
But after a person takes these vows, then the Pres- 
byterian Church has every right to expect them to 
believe and practice them. If a person finds that 
they do not have these beliefs, and cannot accept 
them, then ordinary honesty demands that such a per- 
son get out of the Presbyterian Church and join a 
denomination or independent group in which he can 
work in harmony. 


Various individuals have accused the Commission 
and Presbytery of not giving Rev. Mr. Jones and 
these officers a fair trial. this study report was 
placed into the hands of the officers and the Chapel 
riill congregation before it was made to Presbytery. 
They knew what was in it. In January, a special 
meeting of Orange Presbytery was called to hear this 
report of the Commission. It was an open meeting 
to anyone who had a desire to attend. The Chapel 
Hill Church requested that they be allowed two ad- 
ditional representatives for this meeting besides their 
regular Elder, Pastor and Student Worker, with the 
full privilege of the floor. Presbytery granted this 
request. After the Commission made its report, Rev. 
Mr. Jones and the other four representatives of the 
Chapel Hill Church had an opportunity to speak 
against it and for as long a period of time as they 
wanted. This was an open hearing before the au- 
thorized court of the church. Some of the Chapel 
Hill representatives made the general statement that 
this study report of the Church was not accurate, but 
none of them challenged one single item as quoted 
from the Commission’s report above. At the close 
of the meeting, Presbytery gave the Commission a 
54 to 21 vote of confidence in the previous recom- 
mendations that the Commission had made asking 
the pastor and officers to resign and gave the Com- 
mission full authority to do whatever in their judg- 
ment of the facts, and in accord with the Book of 
Church Order, was necessary to bring into being a 
real Presbyterian Church in Chapel Hill. Some of 
the 21 were not against this action, but thought that 
Presbytery itself should take these actions instead of 
giving the Commission this responsibility. 


Some emphasis has been given to the minority re- 
port of Dr. Joseph M. Garrison by those who are not 
in agreement w:th the action of the Commission in 
dissolving the pastoral relationship between the Rev. 
Charlie Jones and the Chapel Hill Church. These 
facts should be kept in mind. After the Commission 
finished their study of the Church, pastor and offi- 
cers, they were unanimous in recommending to the 
pastor and officers that they resign for the best in- 
terest of the Church. Dr. Garrison presented the 
request in person to the congregation, asking that 
they support the Commission in its request to Rev. 
Charlie Jones that he resign. And although Dr. Gar- 
rison refused to vote with the other members of the 
Commission to dissolve the relationship, he showed 
on these occasions that he also thought that it was 
for the best interest of the Church for both the pas- 
tor and officers to resign 
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When a man becomes a Presbyterian minister he 
is not a member of a local church but is a member of 
the Presbytery in which he is serving. He, as well as 
every other minister, gives up some of his personal 
liberty for the good of the whole and promises to 
subject himself to the will of his brethren in the 
Lord. I do not believe that there is another minister 
in Orange Presbytery who would not, if he were ap- 
proached by a large and responsible group of his 
brother ministers and told that in their judgment it 
was best for himself, the local church, and the build- 
ing of the Kingdom of God as a whole, that he move 
to another field, that would not have quietly moved. 
If Rev. Mr. Jones was perfect in having fulfilled his 
ordination vows and his leadership of that church, 
under the circumstances and situation as it is, he 
would have been wise and would fulfill his vows to 
study (keep) the peace of the Church, if he would 
have quietly moved out of the picture. 


No one but the members of the Judicial Commis- 
sion itself can realize the tremendous amount of time, 
work and study that they have given to this most 
difficult and unpleasant job that has been given them 
by Orange Presbytery. They have been slandered, 
ridiculed and insulted by mail, through the press, and 
by mouth. All because they have convictions about 
their Christian faith and their responsibilities as min- 
isters and officers in the Presbyterian Church and the 
Church of Jesus Christ. Because they have taken the 
facts as they have found them, and as unpleasant as 
it was, made the decisions that they felt were honest, 
just, and to the best interest of all concerned. Those 
concerned are first of all the head of the Church, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Southern Presbyterian Church 
as a whole, the Synod of North Carolina, Orange 
Presbytery, the pastor, officers and members of the 
Chapel Hill Presbyterian Church. There comes a 
time in the life and experiences of the individual as 
well as the Church which calls not only for Christian 
love, patience, consideration and understanding, but 
also for Christian fortitude. Such is the position that 
the Commission and Orange Presbytery finds them- 
selves in at this time in the Chapel Hill situation. 
My one desire is that this open letter will give to 
each of you who read it a better understanding of 
the actions taken by the Commission and Presbytery 
and help you to realize that both of them need your 
prayers to help them find the solution to a very 
unpleasant, dificult and trying situation. 


(We feel that the following will be of additional 
interest to the readers of the above article. H.B.D.) 


Louis Graves, editor of the Chapel Hill Weekly, 


comments as follows: 


To the non-Presbyterian who has been hearing 
for years about the dissensions in the Presbyterian 
Church here and who has now read this report, it 
seems clear that the officers of the church . . . are 
not really thorough believers in what are commonly 
accepted as Presbyterian doctrines. They may be 
men of excellent character, deserving and receiving 
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the esteem of their fellow citizens; they may be 
splendid Christian gentlemen in the sense of being 
animated by the true Christian spirit as that spirit 
is understood by most people; but, if Presbyterian- 
ism means what it is taken everywhere to mean, 
they are not Presbyterians. The Presbyterian Church 
here is a Presbyterian Church, not an Ethical Cul- 
ture Society. It looks as if the officers and other 
members of it who are not Presbyterians had better 
leave it and hire themselves a hall of their own. 


Some Facts In The Jones Case 


Editor of the Citizen-Times: 


In recent editorials The Times and the Citizen- 
Times have been critical of the Judicial Commis- 
sion of Orange Presbytery because of their action 
with reference to Rev. Charles M. Jones of the 
Chapel Hill Presbyterian Church. 


I do not presume to know all of the details of 
this case, nor is the public press the wisest place to 
discuss church matters of this nature. However, I 
have seen the official papers of this commission and 
have before me a copy of their final official report 
and there are certain facts which stand out which 
may help establish a clear reason for the commis- 
sion’s action. There are other facts which will not 
be made public but which have equal weight. 


The Presbyterian Church is a_ confessional 
church: that is, there are certain beliefs which 
Presbyterians hold to be essential doctrines of Chris- 
tianity and to which Presbyterian ministers and 
church officers subscribe. Most of these are com- 
mon to all evangelical faiths. 


However, in the Presbyterian Church at Chapel 
Hill it was found that unbaptized persons were ad- 
mitted to the church and never baptized; that peo- 
ple admitted to the church did not have propound- 
ed to them questions which would determine their 
understanding of the meaning of their action; sev- 
eral officers in the church had never been ordained 
or installed; only a few of the officers seemed to 
have any convictions with reference to a man’s 
needing a Saviour, and of Christ as a necessary 
Saviour. 


Only a few of the officers believe that Christ 
is objectively essential to an adequate religious ex- 
perience. But for a few of the officers is the Christ 
of their faith the Christ of the Bible. One officer 
felt that a good Confucianist or Hindu might be a 
better “Christian” than most professing Christians. 
At least one officer evidently does not believe in a 
personal God and one explicitly declared himself to 
be a Unitarian. Most of the officers had serious 
mental reservations with doctrines of Christianity, 
doctrines common to the evangelical Christian faith, 
regardless of denominational lines. 


Mr. Jones’ views with reference to race had 
nothing whatsoever to do with the commission’s 
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action. But, the situation found in his congregation 
did. Naturally, his congregation being almost totally 
uninstructed in the matters of the Christian faith. 
is loyal to him because of his humanitarian outlook 
and his winning personality. But, these alone are 
not sufficient in themselves to make a man accept- 
able as a Presbyterian minister. 


The commission which took this action is com- 
posed of six ministers and five elders, all of them 
men of experience, wisdom and marked restraint. 
The vote was ten to one in favor of their action. 
There was no desire for publicity nor was there 
any desire to inflict on Mr. Jones “cruel and un- 
just punishment ;” just the opposite. 


But, the church, as true with business, must 
maintain standards of belief and of conduct to main- 
tain its witness before the world. The Chapel Hill 
case is nothing new—it has been brewing for several 
years, and the Judicial Commission worked on it 
for nearly seven months. The commission is dis- 
tressed at the necessity of their action, but they 
had no other course to pursue after getting all of 
the facts in the case. 


L. NELSON BELL, 


(Moderator, Asheville Presbytery). 





Union: A Challenge To Integrity 


By Cary N. Weisiger, IIL D.D. 


Pastor 
Mount Lebanon United Presbyterian Church 
Pittsburgh ... Pennsylvania 


Former Pastor 
First Presbyterian Church 
Augusta ... Georgia 


The merger plan for three Presbyterian bodies is 
now before us. Discussion of the proposed move is 
in order. This article is submitted as a preliminary 
contribution to the discussion. It is tentative. It is 
in no sense a final contribution. 


I favor any union of denominations where there 
seems to be large oneness of faith and where there is 
good hope of a more effective witness and service. 
I favored union between the United Presbyterian 
Church and the Reformed Church in America. These 
bodies were of similar doctrinal heritage out of Scot- 
land and Holland. They were of similar size. I felt 
that merger would bring happy and vigorous results. 
It never came to pass. 


HOLLOWNESS BEHIND ORDINATION VOWS 


As I study the Plan of Union and come especially 
to the ordination vows of ministers on pages 159 and 
160, I have a feeling of hollowness. This is not due 
to defects in the work of the several committees. It 
needs little imagination to appreciate what they have 
spent in long hours of painstaking toil—in laborious 
thought, trips, meetings and correspondence. The 
feeling of hollowness is caused by a knowledge of 
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serious discrepancy. These vows are beautifully or- 
thodox and complete. Yet we are lacking in realism 
and honesty if we suppose that the combined minis- 
try of the three bodies means to apply them without 
reservation. 


Actually, what has happened in American Presby- 
terianism is rather curious. The several bodies have 
retained the traditional requirements in ordination 
pledges. These are stringent at the three levels of 
belief which we may respectively call the Apostolic, 
Protestant and Calvinistic. Actually, tremendous de- 
mands are in theory made upon candidates for the 
ministry in the three bodies concerned. The vows 
are still there—on paper. But what of convictions 
in the hearts of men? I believe that there are many 
ministers who have serious reservations. 


INCONSISTENCY IN MINISTERIAL PRACTICES 


Within the past two years, statements have been 
made to me which reflect this curious condition. Of 
course, we have been well aware of it for 30 years. 
The controversy in the Presbyterian Church, USA, 
which began with a protest against the presence of 
Dr. Fosdick in the pulpit of the First Presbyterian 
Church, New York City, and which ended in the ex- 
pulsion of Dr. Machen and others in 1936, was dra- 
matic proof of that. 


But to illustrate current conditions I cite some 
observations which have come casually and without 
any particular effort at investigation on my part. 
These observations were made by ministers who 
would not necessarily share my theological position. 


A United Presbyterian minister, a lifelong member 
of the denomination, has stated that we have a wide 
“stratification of belief’ among our clergy. Two 
Presbyterian, USA, ministers have reported the re- 
cent ordination of a candidate who would not affirm 
his belief in the Holy Spirit and the recent ordina- 
tion of another candidate who did not regard all four 
Gospels as trustworthy. A Presbyterian, USA, min- 
ister has spoken of several ministers in a presbytery 
who question the necessity of conversion and of a 
minister in another presbytery who rejects “accept- 
ing Christ” as a basis for membership, believing it 
enough if a prospective member affirms that “the 
Church is a good thing.” A presbytery in the Pres- 
byterian Church, US, is now ordering the removal of 
the Rev. Charles M. Jones from his pulpit in Chapel 
Hill, N. C. He allegedly denies the historic faith at 
all three levels—Apostolic, Protestant and Calvinistic. 
How did he manage to be ordained in the first place? 
How could he take ordination vows? 


Let it not be thought that only liberals have been 
guilty of a strange elasticity. There have been con- 
servatives too who have made solemn pledges to be 
denominationally loyal but who have retreated from 
attendance and other obligations at presbytery and 
who have influenced the giving of their congrega- 
tions away from the causes which Christian fairplay 
requires them to support. Why enter a denomina- 
tion and take vows if there is secret intention of re- 
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pudiating the denomination in practice? Integrity 
and consistency should be displayed by all. 


LET “RESERVATIONS” BE REGISTERED 


I propose that there should be written into the 
Plan of Union at the place of the ordination of can- 
didates to the ministry a paragraph requiring all to 
state in writing whatever reservations they may hold 
in regard to our Apostolic, Protestant, Calvinistic 
faith, and to denominational enterprises. 1 propose 
that all ministers of the three bodies involved regis- 
ter such reservations in writing as a condition of 
union and as part of a procedure of reaffirming their 
faith and purpose. 

What would such provisions accomplish? Would 
they really change anybody? Would union be more 
acceptable to some in the United Presbyterian Church 
and in the Presbyterian Church, US, who feel, and | 
agree with them, that the Presbyterian Church, USA, 
has been distressingly far broader in belief? I list a 
few possibilities: 

(1) Such provisions would make for a frankness 
which God might honor and which men might re- 
spect. God desires “truth in the inward parts.” He 
hates a lie. In many places there might be a fresh 
breath from Heaven, a stirring of the Spirit of God, 
leading some to a deepening of their faith and lead- 
ing many toward more of a heart oneness in Christ. 


(2) Such provisions might discourage some men 
from seeking ordination who realize they are hope- 
lessly at variance with the confessional position of 
American Presbyterianism. 


(3) It might be eye-opening for us to learn just 
how broad we are, and some who could not accept 
such an inclusivist united church would seek other 
denominational fields of labor. 

IN DANGER OF A “CRASS CYNICISM” 

We are in danger of a crass cynicism. Let the pro- 
posed merger bring out clearly what we really are 
and then let each man be fully persuaded in his own 
mind as to how he ought to vote and what he ought 
to do. Personally, I regard the variations of belief 
and practice now existing in the three bodies involved 
as far more serious than those involved in the case 
of the United Presbyterian and Reformed Church 
bodies. Much else can be said and needs to be said 
both for and against the Plan of Union and its im- 
plications. I submit this contribution concerning that 
which troubles me most. 


—The United Presbyterian, March 30, 1953. 





BAPTISM BY SPRINKLING 


By Ben. L. Rose - Pastor 


The article published under the above caption 
in The Journal is available in booklet form 
postpaid at the following prices: 10c per single 
copy; $1.00 per dozen copies; $5.00 per hun- 
dred copies, or $35.00 per thousand copies. All 
prices quoted are postpaid. Let us have your 
order at once as our supply is limited. 
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Shall We Change Our 
Presbyterian Principles 


Of Government? 
By Rev. Franklin C. Talmage, D.D. 


Secretary Of Church Extension 
Committee - Presbytery Of Atlanta 


Before adopting the proposed amendment to Par- 
agraph 70 of the Book of Church Order, giving mul- 
tiple Ruling Elder representation to larger churches, 
there should be a careful study of the effects of such 
a change upon the basic structure of our church and 
upon its principles of government. 


The principles of government of the Presbyterian 
Church give evidence of a system of checks and bal- 
ances. Ours is not a government by clergy. Where 
such a government has prevailed, history has shown 
the ministry aspiring to be a privileged class. Nor is 
it a government by Ruling Elders only. Such a gov- 
ernment would lean too much to the popular will. 
As our government exists, the principle of the “parity 
of the eldership” prevails:—that is, Both Minister 
and Ruling Elder appear in church courts with the 
same credentials and having the same rights. The 
general structure of the church is built around the 
objective of an equal number of Ministers and Ruling 
Elders in each of the church courts. This is strictly 
adhered to in provisions for representation at the 
General Assembly. 


If there be a lack of Ruling Elder representation 
in the lower church courts, it does not spring from 
any defect in the structural organization of the 
church. The Presbyterian Church in the United 
States is a comparatively young church. One-half of 
all the churches of our Assembly have 90 members or 
less, and this necessarily places a number of churches 
under the oversight of a single Minister. The natural 
result is a larger number of eligible Ruling Elders 
than of Ministers. The last annual report shows 
2,852 Ministers and 3,706 churches. Only a few 
Presbyteries list more Ministers than Churches, and 
this concentration of Ministers at some points may 
in most cases be accounted for by the fact that con- 
veniences and favorable climatic conditions have 
drawn the honorably retired and the infirm Ministers 
to those centers. An enlarged number of Ruling EI- 
ders on the Presbytery level can only increase the 
Elder influence of a particular class of churches. 


THE DoctTrRINE OF VOCATION 


Our church’s doctrine of vocation has shaped its 
government. Our form of government arises out of 
the initial doctrine set forth in an early chapter of 
the Book of Church Order; namely, the Headship of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The authority to govern is de- 
rived from Christ the Head of the Church, and not 
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from the people. Our Book states that “the power 
which Christ has committed to his Church” . . . as 
exercised by the people, extends to the choice of those 
officers whom he has appointed in his Church”. Rul- 
ing Elders are not representatives of the particular 
church in the sense that they speak for its interests 
and serve its ends. Ruling Elders come from these 
churches but always speak for the Church of Christ. 
Multiple representation from the larger churches en- 
tirely changes the true character of representation. 


EFFecT OF MULTIPLE REPRESENTATION 


Once the principle is admitted that Ruling Elder 
representation should be proportioned to the size of 
the particular church, then it is only necessary to 
change the ratio of representation, and the new form 
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of government, already adopted, becomes clear in its 
outline. It will appear as congregational government 
with delegates and messengers. 


The proposed step is a departure from the simpler 
spirit and idealism of the early church and would 
stimulate a trend to large churches in the great pop- 
ulation centers. There must follow also the domi- 
nance of those larger churches with multiple votes. 
Shall we repeat the initial steps which brought the 
“metropolitans” and later the “papacy”? 


Does the apparent popular advantage contemplated 
justify a radical change in the basic principles of 
Presbyterianism? Is it not desirable to preserve the 
genius of our church which kept it strong in the 
changing ages? 








REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Paul’s Confict In Corinth 


Background Scripture: Acts 15:36 - 18: 
22. Devotional Reading: Psalms 61. 





“When my heart is overwhelmed within me”, says David, in Psalms 61. There were many times in David's 
life when this was true; when he was being hunted like a wild beast by the half-insane King Saul; when his 
own son Absalom rebelled against him and almost succeeded in wresting the kingdom from his father; and I 
suppose there were many times in Paul’s life when he felt as David did when he wrote these words. Both 
David and Paul knew what to do when their hearts were overwhelmed; they both turned to “the Rock that is 









higher than I”. One of these times was doubtless 
when Paul left Athens and came to Corinth. He had 
a most discouraging experience in Athens where the 
results of his preaching were disappointing indeed. 
Perhaps as an educated man, trained in the university 
of Tarsus, he thought that he could reason with the 
philosophers of cultured Athens on equal terms and 
convince them of the truth of Christianity. He left 
the city feeling that he had failed, for the results were 
meager, to say the least. We find no church organ- 
ized there like those in most of the places he visited, 
and no large body of Christians. 


Between the lesson last Sabbath and our lesson to- 
day we have the account of the Council at Jerusalem 
which settled the question of how the Gentiles were 
to be received into the church; whether it was need- 
ful for them to be circumcised and keep the Mosaic 
Law. Having settled this matter the missionaries were 
ready for another journey. 


The Background Scripture includes all of what is 
known as Paul's Second Missionary Journey. Since 
there is so much material it will be necessary to be 
very brief in the treatment of the different phases 
of that journey. (The Outline I will follow is sug- 
gested by the shortest one in the New Analytical 
Bible, published by Dickson). 
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I. The Disagreement Between Paul and Barnabas 
over John Mark, the kinsman of Barnabas. As they 
planned to set out on this second trip Barnabas de- 
sired to take John Mark with them but Paul did not 
think it wise to take the young man who had desert- 
ed them at Perga, on their first trip. The contention 
was so sharp between them that it resulted in a sep- 
aration, Paul selecting Silas as his companion, and 
Barnabas taking John Mark with him and sailing for 
Cyprus, while Paul and Silas go directly to the main- 
land of Asia Minor. It is well to note that Paul was 
not only reconciled to John Mark but considers him 
profitable for the ministry. God overrules even our 
quarrels and makes good come out of them, if we 
are really His children. Instead of having one pair 
of missionaries, there were two. 


Il. From Antioch to Philippi: 16. 


Paul and Silas set out for the mainland of Syria 
and Cilicia, revisiting Derbe and Lystra, delivering 
the decree of the Council of Jerusalem, which was a 
sort of “Magna Charta” for the Gentiles, and causing 
much joy among them. 


At Lystra Paul finds a most promising young dis- 
ciple, Timothy, whose father was a Greek, but whose 
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mother was a Jewess. He takes him into the party, 
and later we hear a great deal about him as Paul 
writes his two epistles to this young preacher whom 
he affectionately calls his son in the faith. 


They pass through Phrygia and Galatia, and hav- 
ing been forbidden to preach the word in Asia, or to 
go into Bithynia, they come down to Troas where 
Luke, the beloved physician, joins them. Luke is the 
author of the Acts and we can tell when he is one 
of the company by his use of the personal pronoun, 
we’. 


Here at Troas he has a vision of the man of Mace- 
donia, a province of Greece, who said, “Come over 
into Macedonia and help us”. Paul very naturally 
gathers from this vision that he is to cross over into 
Greece and carry the Gospel to these people, and in 
the providence of God, and under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, the Gospel is sent to Europe instead of 
Asia. This is one of those momentous events in his- 
tory which change the whole course of civilization 
and Christianity. 


Passing through Samothracia and Neapolis they 
reach Philippi, a most important place, chief city of 
that district. Paul always struck for the strategic 
points. He was a statesman as well as a missionary. 
They go to a place of prayer by the riverside and 
speak to certain women who come here to worship. 
Lydia, a very prominent business woman, a seller of 
purple, of the city of Thyatira, is converted in a very 
quiet and simple manner; for the Lord opened her 
heart and she believed and confessed her faith, and 
begged the missionaries to make her home their 
headquarters. They are followed and troubled by a 
damsel who has a “spirit of divination”. When this 
spirit is cast out, and she is no more profitable to 
her masters, an uproar is begun and Paul and Silas 
are cast into prison. While they are singing praises 
and praying, an earthquake opens the prison doors 
and looses the bonds of the prisoners. The result of it 
all is the conversion of the jailer. Paul asserts his 
Roman citizenship, and very much alarmed, the mag- 
istrates come and beg him to leave the city, which he 
does. 


In these very interesting verses we have the account 
of the first preaching of the Gospel in Europe and 
the beginning of that great conquest by Christianity 
of Greece and the whole Roman Empire to a certain 
extent. 


Ill. From Philippi to Antioch: 17-18:22. 


They come first to Thessalonica where there was 
a synagogue of the Jews. This city was very import- 
ant commercially and also well situated for the 
spread of the Gospel. He later on writes two letters 
to the church which was established there, for there 
were splendid results of their work, especially among 
the devout Greeks and chief women of the place.” 
But the Jews which believed not, moved with envy,” 
etc., (how familiar these words become as we pro- 


APRIL 15.1953 











A Living Investment 
in American Youth 
e Christian Education Building High Moral Values 
© Fully Accredited; In Liberal Arts Tradition 
e Military Training for Reserve Commissions 
Presbyterian College 


Ciinton, S. C. Marshall W. Brown, President 











Christian emphasis. Educational excellence. Friendly 
personal attention. Tests and guidance. College, Business 
Administration, Preparatory. Member Southern Association 
of Colleges and Secondary Schools. 

Apartments for married students. Veterans of Korea. 

Preparatory Summer School begins June 8, 1953. 
Collegiate Summer School begins June 15, 1953. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


BOX 38-W MAXTON, NORTH CAROLINA 











ceed) gathered a rowdy mob and assaulted the house 
of Jason. Not finding the ones they sought, they 
drew Jason and certain brethren unto the rulers of 
the city, saying, These that have turned the world 
upside down are come hither also! The enemies of 
Christ can say some very true and complimentary 
things without meaning to do so. That is indeed the 
result of the Gospel, if accepted and followed in its 
full scope; it will turn men and the wicked world up- 
side down; it is meant to perform just such a stu- 
pendous miracle. 


Paul and Silas are sent by night unto Berea. These 
were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that 
they received the word with all readiness of mind, 
and searched the Scriptures daily whether these things 
were so. Therefore many of them believed. If we 
can get men to “search the Scriptures”, they will be 
saved, for the Bible is the sword of the Spirit and 
will pierce their hearts bringing faith and repentance. 
O that we could get men to read and study the Bible! 
The Jews from Thessalonica came, as usual, and 
stirred up trouble and the brethren sent Paul toward 
the sea while Silas and Timothy remained in Berea for 
a time. Paul always seemed to be the chief object of 
the wrath of unbelieving Jews. 


Paul now comes to Athens, a free city and center 
of learning, for all the Athenians and the strangers 
spent their time in nothing else but to tell or hear 
some new thing. It was a city full of philosophers 
and idols; a common saying being that it was easier 
to find an idol in Athens than to find a man. Paul's 
spirit was stirred within him as he saw the city given 
over to idolatry, and he disputed with the Jews in 
the synagogues and the devout persons in the mar- 
kets. Then the philosophers took him to the Areo- 
pagus saying, May we hear what this new thing is? 
Paul makes his famous speech on Mars Hill, starting 
from the altar which he had seen to The Unknown 
God. He tells them that this is the True God Whom 
he wishes to present to them, and closes his address 
by a call to repentance for the Day of Judgment is 
coming when all will be judged by Him Whom God 
has raised from the dead. When they heard of the 
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resurrection, some mocked; others said we will hear 
thee again; only a few believed. 


The “Up and Out” are harder to reach than the 
“Down and Out,” for those who are down know 
they need a Saviour, while the wise and learned, the 
rich and mighty, do not see their need. I expect that 
today there would be more hope of a revival in the 
slums of a city than on some university campus. So 
Paul departed from them, and with a heart “over- 
whelmed within him’ went to another great city, 
the city of Corinth. He tells them when writing to 
them later, that he came in weakness, fear, and 
trembling, determined to know nothing among them 
save Jesus Christ and Him crucified. People are 
reached and saved, not by learned discourses, but by 
the preaching of the simple Gospel. This is the les- 
son Paul learned, and it is a lesson we should learn 
in later years in the preaching of the Wesleys and 
Whitefield, and Moody, and many others. 


At Corinth he finds Aquila and Priscilla, and be- 
cause they were all tent-makers, he abode with them 
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Often we become so absorbed in our own local in- 
terests and activities that we neglect others who be- 
lieve with “like precious faith,” failing to remember 
them in our prayers and in our gifts. Thus the work 
of Christ is made to suffer loss and the witness to 
the world is weakened. We need to be mindful of 
the needs of others, knowing that in the Church of 
Christ it is truly One for all, and all for One, for we 
are one in Him. The ties that bind us together 
should be strengthened at every opportunity, and our 
fellowship in the Lord should be on a world-wide 
basis, omitting none. Let's look at this matter of 
fellowship for a moment as our first speaker indi- 
cates the basis for it. 


First Speaker 

There is a rising tide of nationalism in many na- 
tions today, the effects of which are being felt on the 
mission fields in various parts of the world. With it 
comes a resentment of anything that comes in from 
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and worked at his trade, reasoning with the Jews in 
the synagogues, and persuading both Jews and 
Greeks. Silas and Timothy join him, and they finally 
turn from the Jews to the Greeks, Crispus, the chief 
ruler of the synagogue, is converted, and many of 
the Corinthians believed. God encourages Paul tell- 
ing him that He will not allow him to be molested, 
and that He has much people in the city. This 
promise was fulfilled; Paul was protected and laid 
the foundation for one of his strongest churches to 
which he writes his two letters, I and I] Corin- 
thians. He remained in Corinth for eighteen months, 
and while there wrote his first two epistles I and II 
Thessalonians, 


He goes from Corinth into Syria taking with him 
Aquila and Priscilla. Then he goes to Ephesus 
where he stayed but a short time, then proceeds to 
Jerusalem and back to Antioch. 


We can learn a valuable lesson by contrasting the 
work and success of Paul in Corinth with that in 
Athens. 
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Fellowship 


the outside, and everything with a “foreign” flavor is 
frowned upon. It builds barriers between nations, 
and creates suspicion in the minds of the people. Our 
Christian faith, if properly understood and practiced, 
is built on a broader basis, and carries with it no 
suggestion of nationalism. Its voice reaches the hearts 
of men and binds them together in Christian love. 
No nation can claim Christ as its own to the exclu- 
sion of others. God has declared that the kingdoms 
of this world shall become the kingdom of our God 
and of His Christ. One King and one kingdom. One 
fold, and one Shepherd. One Head and one Body, 
the Church of Jesus Christ. It does not matter from 
what nation one may spring, when the heart is open 
to received the Son of God as Saviour and Lord, the 
believer becomes a child of God, joint heir with Jesus 
Christ, “of whom the whole family in heaven and 
earth is named.” In the light of this truth, the Apos- 
tle Paul pleads, “I therefore . . . beseech you that ye 
walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, 
with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, 
forbearing one another in love; endeavouring to keep 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” One- 
ness in Christ produces fellowship with all who be- 
lieve. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 

We cannot stress too strongly the importance of 
Christian fellowship as it embraces all who belong 
to Christ. It is different from any other fellowship 
the world has ever known, for it knows no bounds. 
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“Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian 
love; the fellowship of kindred minds, is like to that 
above.” But how may this fellowship be established 
among believers? We understand the “why” of 
Christian fellowship, but the “how” is a real problem 
when it embraces believers around the world. Per- 
haps our second speaker has some light on the sub- 
ject. 
Second Speaker 

There are a number of ways in which we may ex- 
press our love for other Christians both at home and 
abroad, and through which Christian fellowship may 
be advanced. First of all, we can pray for one an- 
other. In this every Christian may have a part. 
Paul says, “Now I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord 
Jesus Christ's sake, and for the love of the Spirit, 
that ye strive together with me in your prayers to 
God for me.” Christians in far off China, behind 
the “bamboo curtain” may be reached and helped 
through prayer. The suffering Christians in Korea 
may be strengthened as we intercede on their behalf. 
The needy Christians in Europe, where the ravages 
of war are still apparent, may be comforted as we 
seek God's help on their behalf. God can go where 
we can’t, and can supply what is beyond our means 
to give. Someone has wisely said, “We can do more 
than pray, but not until we pray.” “Prayer changes 
things.” “The effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much.” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 


Last year we raised some $5000 for the work in 
Wuppertal, and it served to establish a tie with the 
work of the Reformed Seminary that has been a 
blessing to both their hearts and ours. This year that 
tie can be strengthened as we continue to share with 
them, “that now at this time our abundance may be 
a supply for their want.” God has cast our lines in 
pleasant places, and we should share with others that 
which God has given us. But there is still another 
aspect of this subject. As we practice Christian fel- 
lowship, certain fruits are to be seen in the lives of 
those who are not Christians. Our third speaker has 
a word concerning this. 


Third Speaker 


Then we can give. Our offering tonight goes to 
help Christian work in Wuppertal, Germanv. where 
churches and seminary buildings were bombed out 
during the war. When we back up our prayers with 
our giving, and back up our giving with our prayers, 
we can expect God to bless the fellowship we enjov 
with those to whom we give and for whom we pray 


Our Lord prayed that we might indeed be one, and 
that through our oneness others might be led to be- 
lieve in Him. “I pray... that they all may be one: 
as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they 
also may be one in us: that the world mav believe 
that thou hast sent me.” He distinguished clearly 
between believers and the world. or unbelievers, but 
thus indicates that throuch the fellowship of believers 
unbelievers might be won to Him. “By this shall all 
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men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love 
one to another.” Others can be made to see that 
Christianity is real; that Christ changes the hearts of 
men, if we will only allow the love of God to be shed 
abroad in our hearts. James said, “Show me thy 
faith without thy works, and I will show thee my 
faith by my works.” When we practice what we 
preach, others will be convinced that what we preach 
is true. When Christians forget differences of na- 
tionality, race, and denomination, and reach out with 
loving hands to help their brethren in need, then the 
world will see that our faith is a basis for a brother- 
hood in Christ that is real and blessed. O that we 
might have such a fellowship of love that men would 
believe for our very work’s sake! that they might “see 
our good works and glorify our .ather which is in 
heaven!” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 

The challenge is before us, and the opportunity is 
always at hand to share with others the blessings that 
God has given unto us. Let's reach our goal this 
year for Wuppertal, and for every other cause that 
represents a need among our brethren in Christ. We 
are to do good to all men, but especially unto them 
who are of the household of faith. 


Church News 


Passing Of Dr. Eggleston 





This great Christian leader was “called home” 
on March 13th. Funeral services were held at 
Hampden-Sydney Sunday 15th and interment was 
in the family section of the College cemetery. Dr. 
Eggleston was best known to Southern Presby- 
terians as the President of Hampden-Sydney Col- 
lege, a position which he occupied with greatest 
efficiency and success for the twenty years,—1919 
until his retirement as President Emeritus in 1939. 


The following from an editorial in the Farm- 
ville Journal fairly epitomizes this most unusually 
brilliant and useful life. 


The passing of Dr. Joseph Dupuy Eggleston at 
Hampden-Sydney brings to a close a long and fruit- 
ful lite, the influence of which has touched the 
lives of many associates. The results of its activities 
have contributed widely to education and agricul- 
ture, not only in Virginia but throughout the South- 
land. Primarily an educator, Dr. Eggleston, none- 
the-less, made important contributions in other 
fields, journalism, historical research, health and 
social welfare. He was a pioneer, who had the fac- 
ulty of making visions come true. He was able to 
present facts so clearly through speeches, published 
articles, at conferences, and in joint debate that the 
progressive movements he espoused were translated 
into being. 


Dr. Eggleston was a man of firm convictions, 
rever swerving from his course by criticisms or 
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adversities; energetic beyond his frail strength; 
meticulously accurate; a warm friend, a considerate 
adversary, a devout Christian and a tireless leader. 
The influence of his productive life lives on. 





Town And Country Pastors’ Institutes 
Spring And Summer Of 1953 


Institutes for pastors of town and country 
churches which have been planned for the spring 
and summer are as follows: 


Camp Yates near Fort Smith, Ark., May 4-7: 
Pan-Presbyterian (U. S., U. S. A., Cumberland, 
and A. R. P.) Interracial. Dr. Cecil Thompson, 
chief speaker. 


Columbia Seminary, Decatur, Ga., May 18-22: 
Dr. Ralph A. Felton, chief speaker. 


Camp Cho-Yeh, Livingston, Tex., May 26-29: 
Presbyterian (U. S. and U. S. A.). Chief speaker 
to be chosen. 


Louisville Seminary: Because of special plans for 
observing the Centennial at Louisville Seminary, 
the Pan-Presbyterian Conference at Louisville will 
be omitted this year, to be resumed in 1954. In- 
stead, in 1953 our pastors in the Louisville Seminary 
area will be given the privilege of attending the 
Camp Yates, or Columbia Seminary Institutes 
above, or the Rural Leadership Institute at the 
University of Kentucky on April 14-15. 


Scholarships which provide room and meals are 
available to our pastors of town and country 
churches. For more information on the institute of 
your choice, write to 

James M. Carr, Secretary, 

Town and Country Church Department, 
605 Henry Grady Building, 

Atlanta 3, Ga. 





Dallas Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Dallas at a called meeting on 
Thursday, March 19, 1953, effected the organiza- 
tion of The First Presbyterian Church of Nocona. 
The church was organized with 31 charter mem- 
bers. Several members who had signed the petition 
for organization were able to be present. Charter 
membership rolls will be left open through Easter 
Sunday. 


Messrs. W. L. Scott, W. J. Stoffle, and Joe Wise 
were elected as elders, under the rotary system. The 
election of deacons was left in abeyance for further 
action of the congregation. 


Steps are being taken toward secururing a full 
time pastor. 


Nocona is a thriving West Texas town of around 
4,000 people. It is the home of the famous “Justin” 
cowboy boot. 


The organization of this church is primarily due 
to the missionary spirit of Rev. Chas. A. Tucker 
of The First Church, Bowie, supported heartily 
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by his congregation. Active aid was also rendered 
by Rev. L. M. Kennedy of The Fain Memorial 
Church, Wichita Falls, and elder J. B. Moorman 


of Austin College and First Church, Sherman. 


Bluford B. Hestir Succeeds 
Harvey H. Walters As 
Director Of Publicity 

Bluford B. Hestir of Austin, Texas is succeeding 
Harvey H. Walters as Director of Publicity for Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S., it has just been announced by 
Dr. James G. Patton, Executive Secretary of the 
General Council. The Publicity Department is lo- 
cated in the Council office in Decatur. 


Mr. Hestir is now Director of Journalism, Univer- 
sity of Texas Interscholastic League, and Director of 
Interscholastic League Press Conference, which has 
offices in Austin. 


Born in Grayson, Kentucky, Mr. Hestir has spent 
most of his life in Texas and Arkansas. He is the 
son of Dr. Bluford B. Hestir, retired Presbyterian 
minister, now living at Cabot, Arkansas, and Nina 
Martin Hestir, whose family produced one lay mod- 
erator of the General Assembly. 
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Southwest Georgia 
Presbytery 

Presbytery met in called session, in The First Pres- 
byterian Church of Albany, on March 24th. A sal- 
ary schedule of $3000 for unmarried ministers work- 
ing in home mission fields, and $3600 for married 
ministers in home mission fields, was approved. The 
field and the Home Mission Committee to share 
equally in the increase of salary. The pastoral rela- 
tions were dissolved between the Rev. J. W. Stone- 
braker and the Cordele Church, and he was dismissed 
to the Presbytery of St. John, where he will begin 
the organization of a new field in Miami. The pas- 
toral relations between Dr. Jack G. Hand and the 
First Church of Albany were dissolved, and he was 
dismissed to the Presbytery of Suwanee, to become 
pastor of the First Church of Jacksonville. 


The Rev. Frank C. Kink was received from the Pres- 
bytery of St. Louis and a Commission appointed to 
install him as pastor of the First Church of Valdosta. 
The Spring Meeting of the Presbytery will be held 
in Dawson on April 21, 1953. 


Edgewood Church, located in a residence suburb 
on the eastern edge of Columbus, was established as 
an outpost of the First Church of Columbus, on May 
27, 1951, and was organized as a church on March 
30, 1952, with 64 charter members and a Sunday- 
school enrollment of 80. They celebrated their first 
anniversary with a family night supper on March 
27th. The Church now has slightly over a hundred 
members and the Sunday-school enrollment is 120. 
Every department of the work of the church is prog- 
ressing. 





BOOKS 


Antinomianism In 


English History 


By Gertrude Huehns. The Cresset Press, Lon- 
don, 1951. Pages 200. 


There were several groups of Antinomians in 
the middle of the seventeenth century, all of which 
the author classifies under Puritanism. Their im- 
pact on politics before, during, and after Cromwell, 
with a concluding chapter on New England, forms 
the author’s field of investigation. 


Because of her interest in history the author 
wishes to show that Antinomianism has a wider 
appeal independent of its precise doctrinal mean- 
ing; but it is the lack of doctrinal preciseness that 
seems to detract considerably from the value of the 
book. For example, an antinomian attitude “appears 
to us to consist mainly in an assertion of the 
significance of human behavior irrespective of ul- 
terior rational or utilitarian considerations” (p. 5). 
This basic principle of interpretation, nowhere defi- 
nitely defended in the book, is somewhat ambiguous. 
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If rational and utilitarian values include spiritual 
blessings and eternal rewards, then the sentence 
does not fit the Antinomians; if eternal values are 
not included, then the principle would apply as 
well to other Puritans. 


The dependability of the book is further put in 
doubt by a sentence such as this: ““Thus Antinomian- 
ism combined (certain ideas) with the Arminians’ 
belief that assurance as to one’s place in the final 
scheme of things may well be gained here on earth” 
(p. 47). Does the author confuse Arminianism with 
Calvinism? And again, “The notion of the royalty 
of Christ is also originally a Baptist one” (p. 128). 
This is hardly true whether royalty means the king- 
ship of Christ or more narrowly a millenial reign. 
The reader therefore is left dissatisfied on many 
pages, and perhaps the chief value of the book is to 
call attention to a field that might well be worth a 
serious and extended study. Our memories of Puri- 
tanism have grown too dim. 


—Gordon H. Clark. 
“Science Speaks” 


By Peter W. Stoner. Van Kampen Press. Price 
$1.50. 


The first chapter of Genesis and modern science 
are compared side by side and Genesis is shown to 
be scientifically, absolutely accurate. The closing 
chapter presents a strong evangelistic appeal for the 
acceptance of Christ as the reader’s personal Sa- 
viour. 


“Let Youth Sing” 


By Harry Dixon Loes. Van Kampen Press. Price 
$1.50. 


This is a Junior-Intermediate hymnal for all pur- 
poses. The contents are arranged in chronological 
order extending from opening pieces and worship 
phrase hymns to seasonal groups to closing num- 
bers. These songs on the musical and mental plane 
are for boys and girls. 





“The Presence Of 
The Kingdom” 


B 


. 
$2.50. 


Jacques Ellul. 


Westminster Press. Price 


The author of this book was born and educated 
in France. He was formerly professor of Roman 
Law at the University of Strasbourg. He is now 
Professor of Law at Bordeaux and also Professor 
of Social History at the Institute of Religious Stu- 
dies. He is a layman who is deeply concerned about 
the responsibilities of Christians in the world today. 
He makes a strong plea for the church to cease being 
a sociological movement and represent Christ in the 
world with the effectiveness given by the Holy 
Spirit. 
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“Beggars King” 


By Howard C. Emmons. Van Kampen Press. 
Price $2.50. 


This book is the story of the city in which Jesus 
died. The author visualizes for himself the terrific 
impact of the extraordinary healings and teachings 
of Jesus on people outside the recognized circle of 
disciples and followers. He captures a part of the 
vital living faith of those years. Out of his Chris- 
tian imagination he wrote the tale of the beggars 
king. 





“The Mystery Ship” 
By John Bechtel. Van Kampen Press. Price $1.50. 
This volume is written by a missionary to China. 
It gives thrilling descriptions of the Mystery Ship 


which has had a checkered career of gun-running, 
opium smuggling and other illegal operations. 





“The Jade Elephant” 
By Elise Fraser. Van Kampen Press. Price $2.00. 


This novel is a sequel to Mrs. Fraser’s “The 
Emerald Necklace.” The story is laid in San Fran- 
cisco, some of it in historic Chinatown. Here is one 
every fiction reader will enjoy to the last word. 
There is intrigue, romance and excitement in addi- 
tion to a sound Christian message. 





“The Story Of Peter” 
By Harriet I. Fisher, Moody Press. Price—$.35. 


The author portrays Peter from the time he first 
met Christ until the day that he brought three thou- 
sand souls to the feet of his Saviour. This simple 
story of Peter could easily inspire any young reader 
to do as Peter did—to give himself fully to the Lord 
Jesus Christ to be used of Him for His glory. 


“The Lord's Table” 
By Andrew Murray, Moody Press. Price—$.35. 





Here Dr. Murray pleads for Christians to take time 
to be holy and to give themselves to heavenly 
thoughts. He believes that although many Christians 
receive the truth, they do not meditate upon it and 
consequently it speedily fades away and is forgotten. 
This volume is written to make the Word and Sacra- 
ment gloriously work together to build the believer 


up in the life of God. 





“Growing With Our Children” 
By Gertrude Nystrom, Moody Press. Price—$.35. 


This book is written about parent-child relation- 
ships. It is born out of actual experience. Although 
this book is small in size, it is large in blessings to 
the reader. 
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“Polly Parrot” 
By Eva Doerksen, Moody Press. Price—$.50. 


This booklet is written for children in a most in- 
teresting language. It carries with it spiritual truths 
that will appeal especially to Junior boys and girls. 





“Peter's Escape And 
Other Stories” 
By Ruth Bowlen, Moody Press. Price—$.50. 


This booklet contains seven stories based on the 
teachings of Christ. Light is thrown on a number 
of our Lord’s parables. 





“Galatians And You” 
By C. Norman Bartlett, Moody Press. Price—$.35. 


Since many are confused in their thinking con- 
cerning legalism and the teachings of Scripture about 
the grace of God, this book will meet a very real 
need. The author is a member of the faculty of the 
Moody Bible Institute. 





“Mountains Singing” 


By Sanne Morrison Barlow, Moody Press. Price— 
$3.00. 


A modern missionary story of adventure among 
the islands of the Pacific, it shows that “always God 
—never late, never failing, assuringly near” is ready 
to help His servants. This is a great missionary vol- 
ume of Christian adventure. 





“The Presidents— 
Men Of Faith” 


By Bliss Isely. W. A. Wilde Company. Price 
$3.75. 


Mr. Isely believes that in comparison with other 
nations, the United States has been fortunate in its 
chief executives. With God they helped build a 
great Republic. Conceding that these men had 
faults, he has tried to bring into focus the factors 
which caused the people to trust certain of their 
countrymen and elevate them to the presidency. 


This book deals with the background of each of 
the thirty-three presidents from George Washington 
up to and including Dwight D. Eisenhower. Par- 
ticular emphasis is placed on their religious faith. 


George Washington had great respect for the 
Bible. It was he who borrowed from the kings of 
England the custom of kissing the Bible. The kings 
kissed the Bible on ascending the throne. Washing- 
ton thought it was a good custom for the young 
Republic to adopt. Consequently, at his inaugura 
tion, after the wath of office had been read from 
the newly adopted Constitution, he responded with 
“I swear, so help me God.” Then he kissed shi 
Bible which he opened at the book of Genesis. 
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The chapter on Lincoln and his religious views 
is marked by fairness. The author reminds us that 
though Lincoln's parents were Baptist and his wife 
was a Presbyterian, he refused to accept orthodox 
theology. A letter from Lincoln is quoted addressed 
to Congressman Henry C. Deming of Connecticut. 
Here Lincoln wrote, “| have never united with any 
church because I have found difficulty in giving my 
assent without mental reservations to the long com- 
plicated statements of Christian doctrine which 
characterize their articles of belief and confession of 
faith. When any church will inscribe over its altars 
the sole qualification for membership the Saviour’s 
condensed statement of both Law and Gospel, 
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy soul 













and with all thy mind and thy neighbor as thyself, 
that church will I join with all my heart and with 
all my soul.” This expression of Lincoln’s is in 
harmony with the Unitarian Church and perhaps 
he would have felt more at home in the viewpoint 
of Unitarianism than any other religious denomi- 
nation. 

The chapter on President Eisenhower, although 
written recently, is not up-to-date. Since the writ- 
ing of this chapter Eisenhower has made his pro- 
fession of faith in Christ and become a member of 
the church. 

Of added interest to this volume is a full-page 
photograph of each president and a comprehensive 
index. —John R. Richardson. 
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Through the Annuity Gift 
Plan of our Board of 
World Missions, you can 
make a much needed gift 
to the cause of Foreign 
Missions and with the 
same funds purchase an 
annuity—for yourself, for 
another, or jointly—gquar- 
anteeing an attractive in- 
come for life. 


Your gift will be used to 
send missionaries to for- 
eign lands and pay for 
their support. Every penny 
of it will go to Foreign 
Missions, just the same as 
an outright gift. 


Your annuity check will 
come to you (or whoever 
is designated as the an- 
nuitant) semi-annually as 
long as you live. The an- 
nuity rate is liberal com- 


Foreign Missions 


Needs Your Help 





Congo throng listens to the Gospel being broodcost over public address system 





pared with interest rates 
today, and your money is 
safely invested in your be- 
half for the duration of 
your annuity. 


We invite you to write for 
a copy of our free booklet 
giving full information 


about our Annuity Gift Name ss” 
Plan. Please use this cou- 
pon: Address. 


Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer, 
BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS, 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U.S.., 
P. O. Box 330, Nashville 1, Tenn. 
Please send me, without charge, a copy of your booklet on Annuity 


Gifts entitled “A Guaranteed Lifetime Investment With Mutual Benefits 
For Yourself And Others.” 
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CAPTIVE CONGREGATIONS 


The failure of the Plan of Union to provide for a U.S.A. congregation to stay out of | 


ne _ 





the proposed union ha 


nn 


a deep significance and this significance has already been 


commented upon. 





Now U.S.A .pastors are wondering about the same thing. A prominent U.S.A. pastor 
has written the Permanent Committee on Interchurch Relations, Stated Clerk's Office, as 
follows: 


Why should not this Agreement also make possible the withdrawal of any 
Presbyterian U.S.A. congregation under the same conditions? This strikes me as 


the only fair procedure, if only on the grounds of equal treatment.’ 


To this Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, Stated Clerk of the U.S.A. Church, replied in part: 


“ 


. ++ it would be quite unwise to extend the principle to the congregations of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America. This would be practi- 
cally inviting minority groups in the three Churches to refuse to enter into the 
new and united Church and to associate themselves into another Presbyterian 
Church. The end result of that would be hardly better than we are now, cre 
ating at least two Presbyterian Churches, where now threre are only three.” 





And now The Presbyterian Messengter, of Dubuque, Iowa, editorializes as follows: 


“As regards the Plan of Union, The Christian Century calls that an interest- 
ing one which allows particular Churches of the U. S. Church and the United 
Church to decide for themselves as to whether or not to join the union without 
losing the right to their particular church property. One wonders what would 


happen if the particular Churches of the U.S.A. Church would have the same 
privilege and freedom.” (Boldface ours). 


Brethren, i 


it is neither unChristian or unloving to face the simple facts. 


This week the pastor of one of the largest Churches in the U.S.A. Church writes us as 
follows: 


“The ever-increasing ecclesiastical lordship of the U.S.A. Church with its lib- 
eral tendencies is anything but pleasant to many of us.” 


Have you read 
Z 


en i ee 


The Reason Why?” Send for sample copy free—100 copies for $4.00. 
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